Len Jones
The new recruit to the faculty committee this year is Len Jones, who currently works as a main board director with Practical Car and Van Rental Limited and its associated six companies. His first degree is in accounting and financial administration (University College of North Wales, Bangor), and he holds a diploma in personnel management (University of West England). He qualified with Deloitte Haskins and Sells, before moving to a smaller accountancy practice where he was a partner for eight years. 

After obtaining his FCA he next transferred his skills into commerce to become financial director of a listed PLC, after having guided the company through the Unlisted Securities Market (USM) – now the Alternative Investment Market (AIM) – up to a main board listing, and having helped it through two rights issues. 

In addition to his current full time industry role, he is studying for an MBA at Cranfield University. He is a member of both the Chartered Management Institute and the Chartered Insurance Institute and takes an active interest in the insurance fraud committee of the British Vehicle Rental and Leasing Association (BVRLA).

He is also a member of Friends of the Earth, Optimum Population Trust, and Tomorrow’s Company and is passionate about any other non-governmental organisations (NGOs) that have sustainability at the top of their list of priorities.

What does he feel he can bring to the committee? He considers his predominating personal qualities to be humour, honesty and consistency, and is especially interested in SMEs’ behaviour and the environment in which they operate. By joining the faculty committee he feels he can offer a smaller company perspective on some of the issues that arise in today’s challenging environment and draw on his experience to save members from repeating some of his own past mistakes.

He also believes in the behavioural aspect of accountancy and is interested in the more esoteric skills that should be applied in running a finance function (eg people management within a defined framework of producing numbers – rather than number crunching itself). Promoting some of these ‘softer’ concepts is what attracted him to working on the committee. He is also, he adds, “keen to promote the faculty and the ICAEW north of the Watford Gap”.
