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This is a thoughtful books from one of today’s leading Bankers

It provides Historic insights into the  values of Capitalism and seeks to bring about a re engagement of the Market Economy and Human Spirituality.

By exploring the natures of imperfection, progress and hope it seeks to rationalize the dark periods of our History and recount lessons learnt from the past to guide us in the future

His analysis of Globalization, using a two stage approach provides an insight into the ambiguities  when collective memory and individual human frailties collide. Globalisation is not new, but has always been an evolutionary process and it is a logical progression of man’s desire for interaction. 

By relating this to his experiences, he is able to provide a chilling insight into Usury and why money lending has been responsible for a lot of negative press about Capitalism. His ‘Global Bazaar ‘metaphor  in part answers the question about Man’s interaction- it is simply a willingness hard wired into our psyche to trade. Anybody in search of a New Jerusalem is going to be disappointed, whilst urbanization can bring benefits, losing touch with nature and it’s inner strengths is a cause of much regret. The emergence of Casino Capitalism and liberalization of risk taking  has led to the current mess.

His  macro economic rectangle model of consumers, workshop nations, resource providers and Capital goods manufacturers encapsulates the worst excesses of the Consumer Society with the search for more liquidity creating yet another bubble that went to all four corners of the Globe ( and this rectangle). He analyses quite succinctly the causes of the current meltdown. 

He is optimistic that a new World order will emerge which will respond to four imperatives namely 

Market forces  will still exist

Globalisation is here to stay

Better regulation is required

Power is shifting to the emerging Economies of the East.

By using our propensity to trade, Humanity will find a way out of the current malaise as it always has, all that is required is a recognition of new times and new habits The phrase Corporate Sustainability appears about 2/3rds of the way into the book  and value maximization form a world perspective rather than an Individual basis will be the order of the day

In the end the book is about us, it has a concluding Chapter that is very much written from the Heart, Stephen Green talks about values and ends- original sin and original grace, in the very end, whilst we live on this planet with finite resources and aware of our own and natures frailties, it is a question of balance.

He admits there is nothing new under the sun and that similar problems have occurred before, albeit on a smaller local scale.   Globalisation is here to stay, what is required is a re affirmation of our Faith to ensure the worst excesses of greed and that race, culture and gender divisions are embraced rather than emphasized. His is a book about hope not despair 

